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NZSIF EQUIPMENT CHECK PROGRAMME 09
NZSIF members are invited to participate in this programme designed to change snow sports participants’ behaviour and help spread the message that equipment should be checked at least once a season preferably before they hit the slopes.

Last year we had 918 knee injuries – 18% of all reported injuries during the 2008 season.  Our goal is to reduce this type of injury and keep more people on the slopes more often.   

To help achieve this we are encouraging NZSIF member retailers to:

Provide free equipment checks for customers

Spread the message about equipment checks

Train staff so they feel part of the injury prevention programme and they can make a difference

By participating you are helping the industry to educate your customers to check their gear every year. 

How many of your customers just drag their ski or snowboard equipment out from under the house at the start of the season and head straight to the mountain?
Programme Objectives

To establish a culture of injury prevention within snow sports in New Zealand that reduces both the number and severity of injuries to snow sports participants.

Provide resources to NZSIF members to participate in and contribute to the promotion of safety throughout the 2009 season. 
How does it work?
Check equipment according to the five points on the check card – NB We recommend all equipment is checked whether the customer brings it in for this purpose or not.  We know most of you do this anyway.

To help get the message out there please attach a sticker to all skis and boards serviced in your workshop during the season.  Stamp the check card and provide it to customers when they pick up their gear to explain what you have done and why and if any work is required as a result.  If you are selling new or used equipment and have enough stickers and cards place them on this equipment and reinforce the need for your customers to get it checked in 2010. 
These resources are enclosed as well as a window decal.
YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THIS PROGRAMME – IT CANNOT HAPPEN WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT
Cheers
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